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THOMAS PAINE. 


a 


As the anniversary of the birth of this truly great man, this, the 
greatest of all men who have yet lived, is about to be celebrated 
in a manner equal to the best celebrations of the kind in this 
country, it may be useful to makea few repetitions as to what he 
did for mankind in general, and for his respective coustries in 
particular; for Paine had more than one country. The time has 
arrived, when but few are ignorant and fool-hardy enough to ca- 
lumniate the name of Thomas Paine, or to grin, idiot-like, at the 
pretensions of his disciples. He made himself great by writing 
upon principles which time would support, and which will even- 
tually force themselves upon the admiration of all mankind. . The 
continents of America pay homage at his shrine, and Europe en- 
vies them. The present state of the finance and funding system 
of England proclaims his foresight and wisdom, and the dupes of 
the clamour about ‘* Church, State, and Constitution.” mourn in 
bitter lamentations, their rejection of his precepts. Thomas 
Paine is now sought, not spurned. Church and State are spurned 
and not sought; supported by none but they who thrive by their 
unjust exactions. Persecution has defeated itself, in gnawing 
bare its own bosom. Opposition io persecution exhibits its bold 
front, and maintains successfully its ever sure ’vantage ground. 
In vain are new persecutions menaced ; Paine shines the brightest 
of all the political constellations, and shines the more as he is 
the more assaulted! Remove his writings from this country! 
Remove the country to some othercontinent! Bid it cease to be 
an Island! Change its language ; its climate ; do any thing im- 
possible to be done: before you harbour an idea that the politi- 
cal precepts of Thomas Paine can be removed from the minds of 
the people of this country: precepts indelibly impressed by per- 
secution, and made luminous by the folly, the ignorance, and the 
wickedness of existing legislators. 

Thomas Paine taught mankind, that they were best qualified 
to govern themselves, by the periodical delegation of authority 
from the mass to individuals, and that Kings and Priests, Nobles 
and Corporations, were pernicious to their welfare. See how 
beautifully his doctrine is illustrated by that which is taught from. 
Kings and Priests, Nobles and Corporations, to their subjects. 








et on 


Printed and Published by R. Carlile, 135, Fleet Street. 


——- - 2 

















ES ee ele tits 


























34 THE REPUBLICAN. 


The contrast is copied from the “ Morning Chronicle” of Oct. 28, 
1825, and is a specimen of that sort of instruction which predo- 
minates where the crafts ‘of King and Priest have unlimited, un- 
opposed sway.— 


A curious pamphlet bas come to our hands entitled, Catechisme Poli- 
tigue du Royaume Lombardo-Venetien, pour servir a Vinstruction de la jeunesse 
Italienne sujette de I’ Autriche. It purports to be a translation from an 
Italian publication called Doveri dei Ludditi verso il loro Monarco per in- 
struczione ed esercigiv di lettura, nella seconda classe delle scuole elementari, 
Milano, 1824. This Catechism instructs the people under the Emperor 
of Austria in their duties as good subjects. Scripture authority 1s pro- 
fusely quoted, and eternal punishments are dealt out lavishly for all of- 
fences against discipline. . 

The first section treats of Superiors. After they have been defined, 
and named, as Emperors, Kings, Arch-Dukes, &c. a frightful picture is 
drawn of the misfortunes, which would come to pass, were it not for these 
high and mighty personages, and those to whom any portion of their power 
is delegated. The second section treats of the authority of Superiors as 
follows :— 

Q. From whom do superiors receive their power ?—A. From God, 

Q. How do we know that ?—A, By the Sacred Writings. 

Q. What passages of the Sacred Writings serve to confirm this assertion?—A. 
The Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans, and the Proverbs of Solomon. 

Q. What says St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans ?—A, All power comes 
from God ; consequently the existing powers have been established by God (Ep. 
Rom, c, 13. v. 1.] 

Q. What says the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of Solomon 1—A. It is by me that 
Kings reign, and that law-makers establish the laws. It is by me that princes 
reign, and that the Powers administer justice. 

Q. What has Jesus Christ taught in this respect ?—-A. That superiors receive 
their authority from God, : 

Q. When did Jesus Christ teach that?—A. When the Jews had accused him 
before Pilate, the Roman Prefect. 

Q. What said Jesus to Prrate?—A, Thou couldst have no power against me, 
except it were given thee from above (Sr. Joun 19, v. 11). 

Q. What did Jesus mean to say by that word from above ?—-A. That the power 
to judge had been conferred on Pitare by Heaven, that is to say by God. 

Q. Why do Emperors, Kings, and other superiors, receive their powers from 
Gon ?—A. Because they are the vicars of Gop on earth. 

Q. Does not Gop govern the world in person ?—A. Gop certainly governs the 
world in person; but as he is invisible, he has substituted in his place Kings and 
Princes which are not invisible, and it is thus he governs by their means, 

Q. Do those Sovereigns who are not of our faith, and who profess another reli- 
gious belief, receive also their authority from God ?—A. Undoubtedly they hold 
it of Gop as well as those who profess our faith ; St. Pauw has said that all power 
comes from Gop, and that all existing power has been established by God ; which 
is confirmed also by the Apostle Sr. Perrr. 

Q. Is it a benefit which Gop has conferred on us in giving us Sovereigns and 
superiors, Christian and good ?—A, Undoubtedly, and such'are those under whom 
we have the happiness to live. Also, it is a duty for us to pray incessantly for 
our well-beloved Soverricn. 

Q. In what manner do Sovereigns exercise their authority ?—A. They watch 
over the tranquillity of the State, make the laws, oblige subjects to observe them, 
punish the evil doers, and protect the good. 

Q. What do subjects owe their Sovereign ?—A, Love, fidelity, obedience. 

The third Section on the duties of subjects in general, contains som 
better instructions for the peasantry than could have been exected from 
the tenor of the Catechism. 
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Q. What are particularly the duties of peasants?—A, They should, above all 
things, be diligent in their work, pray and serve Gop faithfully, live in peace 
among themselves, and also with those of another religion, and shun drunken- 
ness. 

Bad peasants on the other hand are assured of present misery, shortlife, 
and eternal damnation. 

We now come to some hints for the comfort of slaves, who are recom- 
mended not to vex themselves about their state. 

Q. What counsel does the Apostle St. Peter give to servants and slaves 1—A. 
He exhorts the slaves to be satisfied with their condition, and ‘this exhortation he 
addresses equally to servants. ‘ Let every man abide,’ says he, ‘ in the same ¢all- 
ing wherein he was called. Art thou called a slave (esclave,) care not for it,’ &c. 
(Cor. 7, v. 20, 21.) 

The question is then proposed, how should the bourgeois and peasantry 
occupy themselves, and it is laid down that they should educate their 
children to make good Christians, aud useful members of the state, that is 
to say, honest subjects. An objection started on this— 

Q. He who has no religion cannot, therefore, be a worthy subject 1—A. He 
who has no religion does not fear God, and he who does not fear God, cannot be 
an honest subject. 

Section 4, is on the duty of subjects to honour their Sovereign. 

Q. What are the obligations of subjects towards their Sovereign ?—A. They are 
bound to honour him, 

Q. Wherefore ought they to honour him?—A, Because God has ordained it. 


« 


Q. In what manner ought they to honour thé Sovereign ?—A, In the same man- 
ner as a father. 

Q. Why should they honour a sovereignasa father ?——A, Because the Sovereign 
is the father of his subjects. 

Q. How is it the custom to name Sovereigns ?—A. It is the custom to name 
them fathers of the country. 

Q. Why is it the custom to name them fathers of the country ’—A, Because 
they have the same care for the good of their subjects, that a good father has for 
the good of his children. 

Q. Suffices it to give to Sovereig:is the exterior signs ot respect, bowing before 
them, and performing such acts of'reverence ?—A. No, that does not suffice ; God 
wills that people should honour Sovereigns with all their hearts, venerating and lo- 
ving them, and wishing them a long life and a happy Goveinment, praying.to the 
Lord for thein, and submitting obediently to their commandments. 

The duty of praying for Sovereigns is then expounded, and it is especially 
laid down, that Kings of another religion are entitled to the prayers of 
subjects; indeed the tendency of the whole Catechism is to allow nothing 
to disturb the fealty of subjects to kings. It is asked—Why should we 
pray for Sovereigns?’ The answer is, ‘That, by our intercession, they 
may be enabled to pass a tranquil life in piety and chastity,” The last is, 
we apprehend, past praying for. 

We now come to another method of honouring Kings; though last men- 
tioned it is the most common one, and decidedly the most irresistible 
obligat on. 

Q. In what other manner can we honour Sovereigns ?7—A. By fearing them, 

Q. Why chould we fear Sovereigns?—A. Because God has placed the sword in 
their hands, 

Q. In what manner should good subjects fear Sovereigns ?—A. In the same 
manner that good children fear their fathers, that is to say, by taking care not to 
offend them. 

Section 5, is on the duty of fidelity—it begins well :— 

Q. How ought subjects to conduct themselves towards their Sovereigns,—A, As 
faithful slaves towards their master. 
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Q. Why ought subjects to comport themselves like slaves?—A. Because the So- 

vereign is their master, and has full power as well over their property as their 
lives, ; ‘ 
Q. In what way ought we to be faithful to the Sovereign?—A. By studying 
never to depart from the obedience which we are bound to lend to him, and by 
preserving and augmenting as much as is in our power the honour, the dignity, the 
life, and the prosperity of his sacred person. 


. . . . * . > 


Q. What have unfaithful subjects to fear ?—A. Although their faithfulness may 


be unknown to men, they have to fear the chastisements temporal and eternal of 
God, 


After some just allusions to the imperfect series of school-books 
issued by Sir Richard Phillips, the Editor of the ‘*‘ Morning Chro- 
nicle” thus finishes, in a paragraph that is worthy of a monument 
for its exhibition in letters of gold; aye, worthy of a diamond 
monument :—“ How early is the great business of deception 
commenced! The mouths of our very babes and sucklings are 
systematically filled with falsehoods, and even in their spelling- 
books they are nursed in delusion. It would seem that it was 
never too early to learn lies. A system of education ab ovo, 
which should exclude only notorious falsehood, would be 
a perfect curiosity—a thing that has never yet been seen.” 
-- But it shall he seen. It is a curiosity; but it is beginning to 
be. A few months will bring forth a new series of school-books 
free from lies, and an open school in which such beoks only shall 
be used. The God-books; the religious books of the day are a 
uniform series of lies. Children are first tutored in falsehood : 
and though the word truth is offered to them in precepts, as a 
word perverted from its true meaning, they have scarcely any 
thing but falsehood presented to them in all the exercises, in the 
practical part, of their tuition. This system must cease to be. 
It shall be shamed or driven out of existence by the force of a 
better. 

Who first made sovereigns? Is the proper counter-question 
to this Austrian-Italic Catechism? Thomas Paine put this ques- 
tion, and who can answer it in their behalf? Who made Priests, 
that they should thus catechise us? Is another of his great poli- 
tical questions. And to spoil the royal and priestly reference, , 
though Paine did not ask the question, I ask it, who made the 
God and the Bible which European Kings and Priests make the 
foundation of their authority? Let Kings and Priests, their 
slaves‘and dupes, answer me that question; and if they are si. 
lent, let them sec the magic of their spells gone. 

Let the reader but contrast the doctrine of Thomas Paine with 
the doctrine of the foregoing catechism, and he will see the im- 
portance of celebrating the birth-day of the man, whose writings 
are destined, and the first that were qualified, to change the cha- 
racter of mankind throughout the surface of the earth. What 
was William Pitt? What was Charles James Fox? The tools of 
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an aristocracy that quarrelled as to which should have most of 
the prey exacted from the produce of the people. That, and 
nothing superior to that. What useful writings; what useful 
speeches; what useful examples have they left behind them? 
None. Thomas Paine was the man of the people, and not of any of 
the people’s plunderers. He sought not office for his own aggran- 
dizement; but he taught the people as to who and what were pro- 
per officers ard offices, 

Neither Pitt nor Fox was the author of a political system, or of 
any thing new in politics. Neither of them fairly attempted to 
remove existing abuses. Thomas Paine not only warred with all 
existing political abuses; but he did it in the substitution of a 
better system: of a system that excluded all hereditary rule or 
legislation, and made the mass of the people the basis of their own 
legislation and political power. Not a power to be obtained by 
their physical force directed by the individual will of one, or of a 
few; but in a union of their own physical and intellectual force, 
and in a regulation of the one by the other. America proclaims 
the wisdom of the system: and nothing but so well founded a po- 
litical arrangement could have kept the religious cut-throats of 
the south from cutting each others throats, in the absence of an 
absolute despotism. 

Paine had also this merit: his life was always at stake in the 
promulgation of his political system. Pitt and Fox sacrificed 
nothing; but were notoriously extravagant with the purses of 
others. They shortened their lives, and died comparatively young 
men through the means of the abuses which their political. power 
afforded them. Paine lived out the common age of man, and 
died without having trenched on any man’s purse; asked not the 
nation to bury him, or to pay hisdebts. The names of Pitt and 
Fox are now seldom uttered; they left us nothing in precept or 
example which we can wisely follow; whilst the name of Thomas 
Paine is risixg resplendently above the calumnies of Pittites and 
Foxites, and his writings are avowed without contradiction to be 
the source of political wisdom. 

The political principles of Paine have now the support of fifty 
years experience in the United States of North America, and who 
can find a word to say against them? If weexcept the effects of 
that vice, religion, we find nothing there disputable as to politics. 
The laws are there, in every respect, congenial with the knowledge 
of the people; while the laws of England are decidedly hostile 
to the knowledge of its people; nor can we carry the half of it 
into our legisla‘ure. It is the system of our legislature to exclude, 
not to court, knowledge. The principles of Paine, and those of. 
America, court without excluding whatever is useful to the people 
as a whele. The first rule in English legislation is, that the inte- 
rests and prerogatives of the King and his family must not 
be diminished, but may be increased as much as you 
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please. As a second rule, the aristocracy, the real legislators of 
the country, make a similar claim for themselves. As a third 
rule, the priests, the tools of this Royal Family and Aristocracy, 
make the same claim for themselves and exercise their political 
influence on the people in that condition. And the fourth and 
last rule is, that, after being thus spoiled to support these mon- 
strosities in society, the labouring people who produce the whole 
property of the country may do the best they can for themselves, 
so that theymurmur not at the cost of Royal Family, Aristocracy, 
and Priests. This, then, is the contrast between the principles of 
Paine and those existing in Europe, those of Pitt and Fox and 
Burke, and all the talking political glow-worms of the last fifty 
years, that the former makes the people a first consideration, and 


the latter a last: the one works to the benefits of the many, and 


au other makes the many to be slaves for the benefits of the 
ew. 

Various efforts have been made, to make a celebration of the 
birth-day of this truly great man worthy of the subject ; but there 
has been always a central and acting influence wanting to ac- 
complish it. Hundreds of tradesmen, who are among his warm- 
est admirers, are deterred from a public expression of it, lest they 
lose a portion of their customers, or so much of their usual trade 
as shall leave the remainder insufficient for the support of their 
families. This is the tyranny of all established institutions, and 
this is the manner in which they act upon all proposed changes. 
But the worst part of this matter is now passed in this country. 
Tradesmen need not fear further persecution of this kind; for the 
principles of Thomas Paine are beginning to command respect 
even from princes and an aristocracy. 


RICHARD CARLILE. 





Ricuarp Hasseiyt acknowledges the receipt of ten shillings 
from a few friends at Dorchester. 

The twelve volumes of ‘‘ The Republican” may now be had in 
bds. at the reduced price of 5l. 

The 12th volume is peculiarly interesting, from its exposure of 
freemasonry, and formsa distinct work from the others, price se- 
parate 13s. 6d. 

Tickets of admission to the public dinner, at the City of Lon- 
don Tavern, on the 30th inst., in celebration of. Thomas Paine’s 
birth-day, are now on sale, at the bar of the Tavern, and at 135, 
Fleet-street. The price is half-a-guinea, and they will not be sold 
elsewhere. 
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LINES TO THE NEW YEAR, 1826. | 





From the gloom of Eternity, welcome gay time, 
Come on, thou canst never the righteous affright ; 
’Tis only the hardened in falsehood and crime, 
Who dread thy approach, or who tremble at light. 
Let the splendour of justice, the glory of truth, 
Beam around thee the radiant refulgence of day, 
Let hope, in her beauty, inspire each of our youth, 
And love, wisdom, and gratitude, mark our decay. 


Roll on in thy orbits, perduring bright spheres, 
Whether borrowed thy light from a sun or a world ; 
Whether wheeling at random, unconscious of years, 
From Omnipotence latent, desultory, hurl’d ; 
Whether fated like man for a season to last. 
To give joy, light, and comfort, and then be no more, 
To vanish obscure, as the cloud on the blast, 
Whose time, place, and season, in vain we explore. 


Vile hag of the desert, discordant Religion, 
Sink quick in the darkness tlLat yawns for thy form, 
Retire, thou must, unblest, dreadful contagion, 
Wrapp’d in thy black mantle of thunder and storm. 
Ye spectres, whose forms only dwell in the mind, 
Ye demons, to mankind perniciously dear, 
That fraud has entail’d on the weak and the blind, 
Depart, ye can’t dwell with the bold and sincere. 


Materialists rise in the sunshine of truth, 
And snatch from the daring, cruel, revengeful pries*, 
The infant rose-bloom of thy innocent youth, 
’Tis thy duty and this ye can do at the least. 
Lo! the day-spring of happiness dawns all around, 
Rejoice then, Materialists, children of light! 
Rest your hopes on material, sensible ground, 
And your sons shall exult and their days shall be bright. 
SHEBAGO. 


- 4 ¢ 


MR. RICHARD CARLILE, 135, FLEET S¢ REET. 





My Dear Sir, January 8, 1826. 
I nave been extremely pleased with your last Republican, and am parti- 
cularly rejoiced to find that it is to be conducted in future with more of 
what is (perhaps improperly) called decency and moderation. You now 
stand upon the “ ’vantage ground” against all your enemies. If you have 
only discretion to continue it, you will be a blessing and an honour to 
your country. “ The better part of valour is discretion.” 

The firmness and resolution-which you have displayed, has won you 
the hearts of thousands of the rich as well as the, poor. Many of the 
former would take your weekly paper: but they dare not. They fear the 
exhibition of matters which should shock the feelings of their friends.and 
family. You surely cannot think it necessary or expedient to shock a 
person’s feelings or prejudices in order to make a convert of him. It is 
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the very way to prevent success. By your violent unmeasured expres- 
sions you do infinite mischief to your own cause. What can be so unwise 
as the first line of your last page of No. 1, although your explanation in 
some measure excuses it. Yet it has prevented me trom placing the num- 
ber upon my breakfast-table, and will operate upon thousands of others 
in the same manner. How unwise it is to continue the foolish print in 
your window ; what is the Vice Society to you? A collection of hypocrites 
and devotees! Pray remove the picture, and oblige a constant reader and 
well-wisher to you and to your cause of free unshackled discussion. That 
you may not think I am merely a man of words. I| enclose a couple of 
pounds to be given as you please to your poor friends in Newgate. You 
shall know me one day, and you will not repent of having obliged me. 
Yours, truly, 
G. H. no Atheist. 





Note.—This is not the first friend who has requested me to 
remove the print of the God from the window, and I am sincerely 
disposed to do it, the moment I can see that it will not wear the 
appearance of an act of timidity, with respect to a menace of pro- 
secution for the exhibition. That exhibition has nearly done its 
work in London, and is now become an interruption to the exhi- 
bition and sale of other things. I will shorten the time for its 
removal, by saying, that I will be satisfied with the passing over 
of one session at the Old Bailey, and one term in the Court of 
King’s Bench, without a prosecution. As a general answer to 
G. H.’s letter, I observe, that I am sincerely disposed to avoid 
giving offence, or the shocking of any one’s feelings, beyond that 
point, at which I can do the greatest amount of good, in commu- 
nicating the greatest amount of knowledge to the people of this 
and other countries. I thank him for his contribution to the men 
in Newgate, and hope some friends will enable them to have as 
good a dinner as we shall have at the City of London Tavern, on 


the 30th instant. I promise to make up all deficiency to that 
end. R. C. 





A. 


CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE SOCIETY. 





Tue assembly at the Pzul’s Head, Cateaton Street, on Tuesday 
evening-last, was more than usually well attended, and the dis- 
cussions more than usually interesting. The company assembled 
evinced a desire to maintain the institution by a liberal snbscrip- 
tion, and by giving it new pecuniary prospects. Every institu- 
tion of the kind is attended with great expence. The bare cost 
of the room to meet in forms a heavy rent, in addition to many 
expences which are only fully known to those who incur or pay 
them. ‘The advantage of such an institution is, that it opens a 
school for new discussions, or discussions on topics that were 
never before orally discussed. It is calculated to increase the 







































THE REPUBLICAN. Al 


amount of thought on the most serious political subjects, ove of 
which is the subject of religion, general or particular. It forms 
a school for oratory, and offers an inviting opportunity to young 
people to try their oratorical powers. It has the advantage of a 
respectable female audience, the grace of all company, and the 
sure pledge of good order. I wish to see the ladies every where; 
and would fain have them at Paine’s birth-day dinner on the 
30th instant. It is not wise to exclude them from any public 
company in which they can conveniently and pleasantly be pre- 
sent. They have been the mainstay of the Christian Evidence 
Society, and have there shewn that they are well qualified to be 
present at all sorts of philosophical discussions. Even the 
Mechanics’ Institutes should not have excluded them. Why 
should the male withhold knowledge or pleasure from the female? 
Why tyrannize over that mere variation of sex? Why not yield 
an equality on all grounds? 

The subject of discussion on the last Tuesday evening was 
Beilby Porteus’s second proposition on the previously existing ex- 
pectation of a Messiah. 

A respectable Unitarian Preacher, supposed to be Dr. Camp- 
bell, opposed the Rev. Secretary, and pledged himself to open the 
discussion on the next Tuesday evening, when the subject will be 
on the genuineness and authenticity of the books of the New Tes- 
tament. 

Many respectable people were turned back in consequence of 
not providing themselves with proper tickets for admission. These 
tickets may be had of the Rev. Secretary in Carey-street, or at 
135, Fleet-street. : 

The Rev. Secretary was very happy in his hits upon the wise 
men of the east, whom he successfully proved to be no con- 
jurors. 

Among other witticisms, the Rev. Secretary admitted the asser- 
tions of the Bishop, that these Magi were persons of consider- 
able rank and learning. Their rank he considered to be proved 
by their presenting gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh ; though 
he thought that a bit of barley-sugar and a whistle would have 
been a far more acceptable sacrifice ‘‘ tothe Almighty infant, to 
the baby god.” Their learning, too, seemed evident, from their 
peculiar skill in astronomy; they being the first philosophers who 
discovered the sidus etinerans, or wandering star, that travelled 
from one country village to another, and stopped at a public 
house, like a lamp in a post-chaise. 

It was happy, however, for these wise men, that having been 
warned of Ged in a dream, to go on this sleeveless errand, they 
were in like manner warned to go home again the back-way and 
say no more about it: just as the wise men in his parish in Sus- 
sex, a few years ago, came up to London to look after little Shi- 
loh, ard having paid half-a-crown a-piece to Mether Southcote, 
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came back again, and began to discover, that they were not quite 
such wise men as they had taken themselves to be. 

His discourse and reply were one continued series of sarcastic 
wit of this kind, and this is the Reverend Secretary’s peculiar 
forte. He admits the substance of much of the Christian story, 
for no other purpose than to play off this sort of artillery upon it. 
Be this as it may, all discussions of this kind must do good. 
They tend to the breaking up of that ignorance and bigotry which 
the subject of religion has brought upon the mass of mankind, 
and to prepare them for the luxury of free thought and free 
speech. But yesterday, I heard an astronomer, in talking of a 
new theory of the motions of the earth, assert the eternity of mat- 
ter, with a belief in a God that created it. He was willing to take 
and talk about both propositions; but would not see, that the one 
destroyed the other. A God he must have, a God he believes in, 
with the common and most true confession, that he knew nothing 
about his Idol ; and that all knowledge upon the subject was un- 
attainable! Such are the contradictions, the nonsense, the trash 
which form the foundations of all religions, 


Jan. 11, 1826. R, C. 





THE INDIAN’S LETTER.—No. I. 


CuRISTIANITY. 


So much, and so much to the purpose, has been said against 
Christianity, that it seems rank cowardice to draw a pen against 
it. But though confuted, confounded, decried, and cursed; 

though proved to be a vile, bungled fabrication, scouted by sense, 
reason, and understanding ; though void of all historical proof, or 
the smallest degree of rationality; though accounted an irra- 
tional, absurd superstition, and known to be the spawn of fraud 
and ignorance, begotten on ancient traditional superstitions, and 
disseminated for the worst of purposes among ignorant, credulous 
people, who were slaves in body and mind: yet, for all this, frau- 
dulent knaves, of the present day, preach it up to unthinking 
fools, who swallow the ridiculous tale with all the absurd and dis- 
gusting nonsense which the ignorant, stupid teachers of the 
wretched, lying doctrine can add to it. The deceit and hypo- 
crisy of the various priests of the numberless sects stand manifest 
in all their proceedings. They decry by hearsay all who presume 
to question their creed, to examine their principles, to investigate 
their origin, or to doubt their authors or authority. With them it 
is a maxim, never to read any thing whichis written against them, 
and to warn their disciples against. perusing the works of an infi- 
del author. This has very much the look of bawds and bad wo- 
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men scolding —none mind what the other says, but all keep scolding 
away. Some of the writings of the gravest of these determined, oh- 
stinate, stupid Christians, are truly laughable, if nothing worse 
than their mere assertions followed: but when they gravely vouch 
falsehoods for facts, and thereby establish a foundation for future 
frauds, it becomes us to stop them in the act, to detect their ini- 
quity, and shame them on the spot: but such is their sanctified 
impudence, and impenetrable bomb-proof ignorance, that they 
blush not, and set sense, reason, and argument at defiance. 

One thing surely is plain to the ignorant and the most learned, 
none of us know any thing about the formation of this world, or 
when it was made; here we are all alike, except the most stupid, 
brute, ignorant, fanatic Christian, he knows, to a moment of time, 
when the vast globe was laynched from the heavenly slip and put 
in motion, or rather, anchored in the heavens; for his sacred 
book tells him, that it stands still, and that the sun, moon, and 
stars all dance round it. This one single instance ought -to de- 
stroy the authority of the Bible, as it certainly would that of any 
other book; but the infatuated can believe nothing but lies. The 
accounts of massacres, and of the destruction of cities and na- 
tions, in the Bible, which fills the heart of man with horror, pity, 
and indignation, only gratifies the feelings, and raises the brutal 
joy of the infatuated fanatic. One says very gravely, just as if he 
had been present and had seen the transaction, ‘“‘ 4004-years be- 
fore the birth of Christ the world was made, on the 19th of Octo- 
ber, O. S.” And as they have learned some little time ago, from 
some infidel or other, they say it was put in‘ motion at 7 P. M. 
and so continued until the 29th of A. M. when it was destroyed 
by God Almighty, who drowned it, and repeopled the earth again 
by Noah and his family. One tells, very gravely, the year, “the 
month, and hour of the day, when an old man was taken up into 
heaven in a fiery chariot. This was too good a story to be lost, 
so it is again repeated, and Elijah has the fiery chariot and fiery 
steeds sent for him, and up he goes to heaven. One relates, that 
a few priests made themselves trumpets of rams’ horns, went 
blowing them about a great city until they blew the walls down, 
and then entered and destroyed all the defenceless inhabitants. 
But of all the ridiculous lies and absurdities which they tell, that 
of God Almighty sending Moses and Aaron, like two conjurors, to 
frighten and plague Pharaoh and the Egyptians, is the most ab- 
surd, stupid, and inconsistent amongst “all the idle, unmeaning 
tales which they tell, and it exhibits its authors as men at once 
childish and depraved; for, to a moral man, the whole proceed- 
ings of the mighty Jehovah and the vagabond Jews are captions, 
cruel, tyrannical, fraudulent, and unjust. However, none now 
vouch for the truth of this story, or attempt to support it, except 
the brutally ignorant, the insidious deceiver, the lying priest, or 
his credulous disciple. _» 
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Then comes the story of the miraculous conception, and the 
birth of young God Almighty! Here our indignation rises-at the 
impostors, who could fabricate such a story, and have the i impu- 
dence and effrontery to tell it for a fact, and insist on our eternal 
damnation if we do not believe every word of the absurd narra- 
tive. Heavens! what is man, that he can either make, tell, or 
believe in such a story? But here we may pause a little and exa- 
mine this celestial or infernal lie! Let us suppose, for a moment, 
for argument’s sake, that such a thing was probable, and did ac- 
tually happen ; that the Almighty begot himself on a young wo- 
man, who was another man’s wife, and was born into this world for 
the salvation of men, that is, to deliver men or their souls from the 
evil spirit, Satan ; that his birth was foretold hundreds of years before 
it happened; that it was announcedat the moment by divine an- 
gels, or messengers from heaven; that wise men from the east 
came and paid homage to the new-born God; that the old Al- 
mighty God owned him out of the heavens, and said, ‘ this ts my 
only begotten, in whom I am well pleased ;” that the man-God 
served his apprenticeship to a carpenter, and wrought at his trade 
until he was thirty years of age; that then he commenced field- 
preacher, and, after strolling about the country, was taken up and 
tried for the double crime of sedition and blasphemy; that he 
was found guilty of one or both charges, and crucified between 
two thieves; and that he was buried, and rose again from the 
dead, and ascended into heaven. Now, suppose we admit all 
this, we must naturally ask, for what was all this done, for what 
end? We see no benefit to society arise from this divine sacrifice, 
and we have not the smallest proof that such transactions ever 
took place. ‘The people, who were alive and present, did not be- 
lieve a word of it—they have made no kind of record either of him 
or his miracles. The learned, the wise, and the good, are silent 
on the occasion. The historians and natural philosophers of 
Rome say nothing about him or his wonders, and some of them 
were wonder-hunters too. Among the rest, there are Pliny and 
Seneca, and many others equally curious and still more credu- 
lous, yet not one ever writes or speaks a word about the divine 
Messiah ; and what is more, no good has accrued to man, but, on 
the contrary, NO SUCH THINGS AS RELIGIOUS RERSECUTIONS OR 
RELIGIOUS WARS WERE KNOWN BEFORE THE CHRISTIAN ERA. 

Take it in what sense or light we will, nothing can be more n+ 
diculous, absurd, or childish, than the Christian scheme of human 
redemption. Such Gods, such Fathers’ Almighty, such Sons, 
such Holy Ghosts, such immaculate conceptions and divine in- 
carnations, such miracles, wonders, and tales, are below the cri- 
ticism of reason; but may, in some distant period, become the 
theme of some future curse of Kehama, and entertain man as a 
abulous invention, R 

t is, at present, a disputed point whether there ever was such 
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a person in existence as Jesus Christ. It certainly makes little 
odds to us whether there was, or was not such aman. Butl am 
of opinion, that there never was such a man in existence. If 
there had, we should have some corroborating evidence in favour 
of his being. All the other impostors, who have from time to 
time duped the folly, or insulted the wisdom of mankind, have left 
tangible proofs of their personality, and may be traced in time, 
place, and circumstance, by the unsophisticated testimony of dis- 
interested historians; personal knowledge identifies them, and 
creditable authority convinces us: but here nothing is substan- 
tial, every thing is hearsay and impudent, unfounded assertion, 
accompanied with the brazen threat, that if you do not believe 
the absurd, inconsistent story, you will be damned to all eternity. 
This last clause, this vile memace, betrays at once the fraud and 
ignorance of the authors, and takes the thing out of Omnipotence, 
resigning it at once to the dogmatical priest, who seems, by the 
threatening adjunct, to be doubtful as to the reception of the doc- 
trine, and so prepared it a credit by previously condemning its 
critic. But as so greata part of the world believe in the wretched, 
trashy tale, it is proper to pay some respect to so large a society, 
and reason with them, for our own sakes, if not their’s. Let us, 
as we have already admitted their monstrous divine tale, for the 
sake of argument, now accept their mischievous, incomprekensi- 
ble doctrine, for the same purpose. Ridicule, they say, is the 
criterion of truth. By this, I am to understand, that the serious, 
intrepid aspect of truth is proof against risibility. If so, Chris- 
tianity will not stand this ordeal, for it and its ceremonies are the 
most laughable subjects with which I am acquainted. From the 
insipid ceremony of infant baptism to their humming a prayer over 
the senseless dead body, whose soul, (if it had one) according to 
their own tenets, they well know must be then wailing in burning 
brimstone, that plentiful article of Christian dispensation. But 
then, my gocd reader, baptism and prayers for the dead are highly 
essential, if not to the infant and the dead, at least, to the priest, 
for he gains a fee, and, of course, consequence, by both; therefore, 
they are both highly necessary. God has commanded, ‘ to mul- 
tiply and replenish the earth:” but the orders of the Divinity 
must not be complied with before the pimping priest has repeated 
his stale lesson and received his fee. Do these things, or do they 
not, point out the very authors of the doctrine? Do we not see 
in every thing pertaining to this divine Christianity, the corrupt 
outline of a catch-penny religion, shaded with legible colours by 
the priest, and the whole picture a design of artful fraud and mo- 
ney-gaining inheritance? Can these things have any thing to do 
with human redemption, with divine revelation, and thé salvation 
of man’s immortal soul? Can a fat priest, skulking about in his 
canonicals, with his proctor battling for his tythes, lessen the 
guilt of human iniquity, or improve the scheme of man’s happi- 
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ness? Is the priest exempted from the duties taught by Christian 
morality, and permitted, by virtue of his black coat and square 
hat, to sin with impunity ? 

The natural and ready answer to these queries is, that the 
priest, in all worldly matters, is no better than his ignorant flock, 
and the conclusion sinks him and his doctrine below them. Let 
us Once more admit this doctrine to be true, to be for the benefit 
of man, and to be of divine origin. Then let us ask, what bene- 
fit has accrued to the world or to mankind from the divine insti- 
tution? Here we can answer the question ourselves to the entire 
satisfaction of the curious, for history produces the solution, and 
the impartiality of truth at once decides the argument; and the 
conclusion we draw is, that the world has not improved in morals 
by the divine mission. On the contrary, religion has been a dead 
weight on human improvement; a constant drawback on the per- 
fection of intellect; a hostile barrier raised against the freedom of 
thought; a pointed arrow aimed at freedom; a sword always 
drawn to wound human happiness! Religion has universally in- 
creased the weakness of the human mind; subjected the soul, or 
thought, to incomprehensible horrors and terrors; clothed the in- 
tellect with darkness; forbad the light of reason to emit a ray to 
irradiate the understanding ; bound man with chains of bigotry 
to the footstool of superstition ; and then spurned its victim as a 
wretch unworthy to live, yet afraid to die! This bugbear, this 
pernicious bugbear, this horrid Christian doctrine, this puerile fa- 
brication of merciless priests, is of more evil tendency than the 
worship of Moloch or Odin, or the human sacrifices of the Druids. 
Here they preach forbearance and mercy, while they practise in- 
tolerance and cruelty! Look into history, see there what scenes 
of horror and iniquity; what massacre, rape, robbery, and human 
carnage; what atrocities! Nations destroyed, millions annihi- 
lated, all, all for the love of God, the honour of his Son, and the 
benefit of his Holy Church!!! The foolish rabble might have 
imagined that they were right: but the dark, daring, designing 

riest, who set them on, O! of what was his heart made ? Scenes 
like these fill me with indignation, and almost make me wish, for 
a moment, that there was a hell to punish such wretches as these, 
who are above the reach of man, and to whom omnipotent ven- 
geance alone could mete out a reward! If Christianity had been 
of God, it would have received, in spite of the Devil, the univer- 
sal suffrage of man. And, again, if there was a God, he would 
surely punish thc impious wretches, who, in his sacred name, 
have traduced his character, and made him the authar aad perpe-. 
trator of so many atrocities! 

We may, therefore, rationally conclude, that if there is a God, 
he is no Christian; and, likewise, that the Christian God is not 
the friend of man, and only considers the welfare of the priest ; 
that we are no wiser for the Christian dispensation ; and that the 
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wicked priests will, by their perseverance in wickedness, overturn 
their own church, and man will yet improve by their villainy. 


SHEBAGO. 





THE INDIAN’S LETTERS.—No. HI, 


REVEALED RELIGION. 


Revea.ep religion! This is the greatest enigma that I know! 
How it came about, or where it sprung from, I can form no idea. 
Or who was the first inventor of the daring fabrication is to me an 
everlasting puzzle, and it does not seem probable, that any human 
knowledge will ever shed any light on the subject. Yet, history 
abounds with much curious information concerning it; the poets 
sing it; the priests preach it; and traditior is for ever brimfull of 
it. Still, no light! All the old women and children have it by 
heart; and whores, bawds, and thieves pretend to a thorough 
knowledge of all that belongs to it. Yet here am I in the dark 
still! My ignorance and stupidity are very great, I allow; but, 
surely, I ought to be’as sensible of cause and effect as an old wo- 
man, or child of five or six years of age. I am not, it seems, for 
they know, and I do not. Leaving this aside, awhile, it does not 
appear to me, that this article, called revealed religion, came 
cleanly manufactured into being, at once: the raw materials have 
undergone the hammer and anvil, the bellows-fire and crucible, 
and from such things as courage, benevolence, and wisdom, fear, 
eratitude, and esteem, pity, condolence, and protection, love, con- 
fidence, and admiration, from these well amalgamated, rectified, 
and spiritualized, sprung up the grand corrosive sublimate, revealed 
religion! What a pity, that out of such a compound of ingre- 
dients, the residue should be such a pernicious caput mortuum ! 
The plain English of this is, that goodness in one begot gratitude 
in another, and unthinking virtue betrayed itself to slavery, to re- 
compense unassuming generosity and manhood.- These made 
heroes; heroes became demi-gods; demi-gods became omnipo- 
tents; and the priest, who fabricated their altars and temples, 
thought proper, at last, to reveal the will of their Almightinesses 
to man, as the highest favour the immortals could bestow on frail 
mortality. Hence Dodonean oaks, Delphian and Ephesian ora- 
cles; hence the Sanscrit Zend-Avesta, Sadder, Bible, Testament, 
and Al Koran: hence the thousand prophets, teachers, and im- 
postors; hence Brama, Moses, Zoroaster, Jesus Christ, and Ma- 
homet ; hence Cnipperdoling, Swedenborg, Brothers, and Johanna 
Southcote; and hence our holy and blessed revealed religion ! 
Admit all true said about it, we ask, where is the benefit to man? 
What good has it done in the'world? Shew us its virtue? Such 
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bubbling and juggling; such twisting and turning ; such finding 
and proving; such hearing and believing, without seeing or un- 
derstanding, without proof or comprehension ! Are the men all 
mad? Most certainly they are! Then, itis useless to reason with 
them: but let us convince ourselves, and let the infatuated pur- 
sue their dark path to the brimstone lake and bottomless pit of 
reeking ignorance ; let them wallow in mental depravity, and let 
the designing priest render every moment of their wretched lives 
unhappy and miserable, what is it to us? Nota great deal, you 
will say, Well, the Christian believer in revealed religion is gene- 
rous still—you may be a Turk, a Jew, or an Atheist, or go head- 
long to hell, for any thing he cares, only, you must ‘keep your re- 
ligious opinions secret, and you must not attempt to detect the 
frauds, crimes, errors, ‘and impositions of the priest, of the Holy 
Scriptures, by which they get their bread, or of their divine 
revealed religion. 

Take away the tax of the tythes, and leave humble Christianity 
to stand by itself, unaided by income; unsupported by haycne's, 
and exposed naked to the Deist’s quiver, and the more piercing 
dart of the Materialist. Christ’s temporal and spiritual kingdoms 
would fallin less than seven years; there would not be left even 
a stupid negro to support the Church. But one hundred thou- 
sand syllogisms in the shape of soldiers, muSquets, and bayonets, 
are indisputable argumenis against the truth of the Materialist. 
Every barefaced, shameless action of the Christian, only shows 
the weakness of his tenets, and the strength of his power. The 
priest, the soldier, and the judge, are now the Christian’s gods ; 
and to them the tottering Church looks up for support and pro- 
tection. The Holy Ghost now makes his appearance in the visi- 
ble form of pikes, swords, pistols, musquets, bayonets, powder, 
and ball cartridges. The Almighty thunders in the drum, and 
Jesus Christ is the fifer of the regiment. The Kingdom of 
Heaven consists of places and pensions, paradise, a Bishop’s See, 
and Church livings; Hell, the jails, where the wicked Deists and 
Materialists must waste their days in want and misery ; exposed 
to the foul calumny of brutalized Christians, who are as merciless 
as their progenitors the Jews, in the days of Moses, Joshua, and 
Samuel. This must have an end; they are but men, and truth 
will at Jength prevail over them. Tythes, glebes, and Bishop’s 
palaces, will one day fall: the struggle may be great, but cannot 
be evaded. If truth and justice are brought in as umpires, all 
may end well. But if the soldier be called on to decide, then 
red ruin and desolation will pour along torrents of smoking de- 
struction; and, in the end, the soldier will destroy both the King 
and the Priest. The kind, gentle, humane, good Christian says 
to the infidel, pay your dues; disturb not our proceedings, and 
you may enjoy your private cpinion in peace. But if you dare to 
expose our absurdities, or to detect. our frauds we will treat you 
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with remorseless outrage. The simple Infidel only says, you are 
a man subject to error; you are deceived yourself, and you are 
deceiving others: I can prove your doctrine false; your creed a 
scandal to humanity; your whale proceedings highly inimical to 
society : however, I only wish toclear this up, in an amicable and 
reasonable manner, by arguments drawn from history, and those 
books you call holy, divine, and sacred, but which I call obscene, 
foul, evil, false, and foolish. O! thou blasphemer, cries the 
meek, humble Christian—away with him to prison; he dares to 
reason against the word of God, by which I enjoy heavenon 
earth; and will obtain a heavenly earth in heaven: he disputes 
my revealed religion, which was given to Moses and Jesus Christ, 
and which even Mahomet, although a wild Arab, knew nothing 
about: he wants to open hell, and shut heaven against me: he 
wants to take away my dear sacred tythes and Church livings, 
and make me work for my bread, and listen to truth, mercy, and 
goodness, which thou knowest, O Lord! no Churchman can en- 
dure. Torment this disciple of truth, therefore, O gaoler, and let 
us fervently pray, that the day maycome, when we may burn him 
in Smithfield, and cry hallelujah round the bonfire which roasts 
him. Or, O terrible Jehovah, for thou delightest in tremendous 
sacrifices, and the murder of thousands, and extirpation of nations, 
plan again, I beseech thge, another massacre of Saint Bartholomew 
and give our swords not three days, but, for thy glory, three weeks 
or months, to drink the blood of Deists, Atheists,and Materialists. 
Vindicate thy revealed religion, by such horrors as reduced Canaan, 
and unpeopled Peru and Mexico! Here is a very proper prayer 
for a sublime Christian; and, indeed, we had better keep a sharp 
look out; for, I think, I have already heard some whispers, at 
least, of a wish to extirpate all infidels in the realm; and we are 
authorized to impute no compunction to Christians of any de- 
scription. That they would rejoice and offer up thanksgivings to 
their idol after such a slaughter, I am confident. Such is the 
principles instilled into the early mind by those detestable Jew 
books, the Bible and Testament; the first and second will of the 
immutable and incomprehensible God which they adore. O 
men! for shame, solong, so obstinately, to cry up weak, wicked 
lies for truth; to pretend toa knowledge of what you say is in- 
comprehensible ; to pretend to sights, calls, revelations, and vi- 
sions, which ye never experienced ; which ye know are palpable 
lies, vain, childish tales, that even the most ignorant and super- 
stitious of your followers believe not, and only admit on courtesy, 
that you, in return, may extend the same credit to their future 
visions, sights, and calls, when, matured in deceit and impudence, 
they bring forth some bungling figment to support their 
sanctity. 

This fabricated, inconsistent tale of revealed religion is at 
once the most daring and imposing lie that humaa genius and 
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depravity could invent, or the credulity of fond, foolish, ignorant 
man swallow, without choaking. According to the Jews and 
Christians, God has only revealed himself to man three times 
since the creation, once to Noah, a second time to Moses, 
and a third and last time to a few Jews in Palestine through his 
son Jesus Christ. Now, according to the historical account of 
these his divine and merciful revelations, he might as well have 
been silent on the occasion; for, in the first place, nobody would 
believe Noah, and God must have known this; so he drowned 
the world, as he intended to do; here the revelation was of no 
use, andthe Almighty had the satisfaction of drowning mankind, 
because they would not believe he was a cruel, implacable tyrant. 
The second time, he revealed himself to an exiled murderer on 
Mount Horeb; he made him (Moses) a complete conjuror, and 
sent him to play slight-of-hand tricks at Pharaoh’s Court. God 
here played the most unaccountable pranks that ever the most 
cruel and capricious tyrant could invent, to plague poor frail man 
with. We are,only pleased, when we reflect that the whole is a 
fable of Jewish invention. Whether the story of these people be 
truth or falsehood, it always abounds with fraud, blood, and in- 
discriminate slaughter: the gloomy horde always exulting in 
plunder; the tremendous God, Jehovah, thundering in black 
clouds on Sinai, or ruminating in silence in the camp, was terri- 
ble and vindictive, cruel, vengeful, jealous, and unjust. For 
what, we ask, did he reveal himself to the Jews. The duration 
of their kingdom was short, compared with other nations of the 
world, and during their existence, as a people, although they had 
the Almighty Jehovah for engineer and architect, they left no 
token, sign, or amusement, on earth to mark the divinity of their 
artificer, or the beauty of his invention. Their boasted temple 
was a plain house loaded and filled with barbarous figures and 
frieze work, in which the Bull Apis was not forgotten, and serves, 
at once, to shew their want of invention, and the author of their 
revealed religion. They seem to have been made to accumulate 
wealth and keep it altogether when got; and as they had then a 
city and house to hold gold, silver, and brass, they filled their 
horde to their own destruction: for their wealth drew on them 
kings to plunder their hive; and their atrocities, pride, and unso- 
cial manners, cut them off from respect as prisoners of war. 
Where is the utility of their revelation? Their God, Jehovah, 
could not save them from the hand of Vespasian, nor deliver them 
from the Roman legions. Twice, we see, the Almighty has 
failed in his scheme of universal happiness, through the means of 
revelation. Need we pursue the thread of the third divine 
mission ? 

Behold the modern revealed religion! Consider whence it 
sprung. This tale concerns ourselves; therefore it ought to be 
carefully iuvestigated, On it, our eternal salvation, our future 
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woe or happiness in another life depends: therefore, we should be 
minute in our enquiry, and ascertain, to an azimuth, of every how, 
and when, and why and wherefore pertaining to it. Come, then, 
priests and prelates—come all divines and laymen, help us tothe 
truth; assist us with your learning, wisdom, sense, reason, and 
understanding, fully to comprehend this grand subject :— 

Priest. You must read and believe your Bible. 

Answer. | canand do read the Bible; but Iam candid, I do not 
believe its statements ; for, | cannot comprehend its meaning. To 
me, it seems a gross collection of fables and atrocities, too foul for 
human practice, or ioo trifling for human wisdom. 

Priest. You are a heretic; you are an unbeliever; you will be 
damned. Youare unworthy of mercy, God will punish you for 
ever and ever in hell; for daring to disbelieve his holy word. 

Answer. Holy father, this again appears very strange to me, 
that God wil damn me for not believing what I cannot under- 
stand, and what you cannot explain tome. Why should God, if 
he wished me to know any thing, not tell me in such plain terms, 
that I could not mistake his meaning, and at the same time con- 
vince me of it himself, who was speaking to me, why not reveal 
himself to all mankind, in one moment, which he could do, if he 
thought proper, and not send men to write a book full of lies and 
atrocities, which nobody can understand, and which serve no pur- 
pose, but for priests to detail out for pay, under the name of re- 
vealed religion. 


! am thine, SHEBAGO. 





THE PROGRESS OF KNOWLEDGE CONSIDERED. 





Or all the subjects which man has investigated; there are none 
so liable to error and wrong conclusions as the progress of know- 
ledge. Any thing of general advantage or interest to mankind 
would very soon spread over the world, were it not for artificial 
barriers designedly raised in its way to prevent or retard its mo- 
tion. ‘ Knowledge is power,” says lord Bacon. Yes, it is, and 
those who gained it, always found it their interest, to confine it 
within the selfish circle, which circumscribed their private con- 
cerns; and it taught them how to do it. It furnished at once the rea- 
son and the means. Knowledge taught them to acquire power,which 
wyen obtained, gave them the means _of contracting knowledge. 
Before the art of printing was discovered and improved in Europe, 
knowledge was confined within a very narrow circle, and there 
was scarcely an idea entertained, that 1t would ever enlarge its 
circumference, or that a single radiu would project a ramifica- 
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tion through the plebeian hordes of the enslaved multitude. Learn- 
ing; then, as now, was fully in the power of the rich, and they 
guarded it with jealous care, as their natural right and private 
property; and it required great industry, perseverance, patience, 
and assiduity; serious application, much time and labour, either 
to acquire or promulge even a very moderate share of it. 

Science laid dormant or only made its appearance to raise the 
wonder, bewilder the senses and terrify the hearts of mankind. 
Five hundred years ago, any man possessed only of a slight know- 
ledge of science and capable of performing some chemical expe- 
riments, of analsing, compounding or discompounding matter, or 
explaining its natural properties, was denounced a necromancer, 
a dealer in the black art, stigmatized as a sorcerer, a disciple of 
Satan, the slave of Hell, and voted by general suffrage a candi- 
date for eternal damuation.* Men who look back and behold 
what the world has been through a lapse of three or four thou- 
sand years and judge by analogy of time will look forward into 
the future and see mankind three thousand hence existing in 
mental and bodily slavery. But he who looks back with caution 
and forward with hope has to contemplate the pleasing prospect 
of better times near at hand. He beholds with fealings of pity 
and indignation what men suffered two or three thousand years 
ago and he marks the time when mankind began to struggle with 
some hopes of success against their oppressors. He will reflect 
with some degree of wonder, how a few individuals not possessed 
of either virtue or wisdom, very often too divested of courage and 
understanding, were masters of the world and owners of mankind, 
as a private inheritance. This seemingly inexplicable riddle will 
be explained to him by a judicious perusal of impartial history. 
He will find effects traced to their proper causes. He will dis- 
cover the domineering propensities of pride, the intolerable inva- 
sions and vice of religion, the chilling despotism of superstition, 
the usurpations of power, the cruelty of bigots, the knavery of 
priests, the tyranny of kings, the corruptions of senates, the sub- 
versions of justice, the legal enslavings of a nation, and falsehood 
and vice predominating over truth and virtue. He will see with 
exulting hopes more just ideas of social freedom and real liberty 
disseminated within the last century than was produced in the 
preceding three thousand years, or from the heroic ages of ma- 
rauding Greece to the reign of Henry the Third of France, when 
the overstrained chain of religious and political slavery was snap- 
ped by the tremendous efforts of Saint Bartholomew, when one 
hundred thousand of the best subjects of France fell in a three 
days and nights premeditated slaughter. Shame to the man 
who wilfully misrepresents this most atrocious and direful mas- 


* Witness Friar Bacon, Beaumagartens, Dr. Foster, and even Lord Ba- 
con, who was considered by many ; more a magician, than a sage. 
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sacre. Shame to him who, against the impartial and corroborat- 
ing evidence of. history, against the truth and against reason, for 
the sake of party and the impure and detestable lust of gain, at- 
tempts to palliate such a dreadful transaction. And one too not 
wholly religious, but a compound of the worst politics founded on 
the worst religion that ever disgraced a ruler, stained a priest, or 
degraded man. This horrid tragedy was eighteen months prepar- 
ing for the stage more than two thousand actors were in rehearsal 
during that time, deliberately whetting their knives, preparative 
to unlimited and cold blooded murder. Yet such was the irresis- 


' tible force of the catholic church and religious priestcraft, that 


none had the power to save a single life, although several shed 
tears in private for the butcheries they were going to commlt. 

There is apology necessary for introducing this subject; but I 
have mentioned it here, merely to shew at a single glance, the ex- 
tent of priestly power over the human mind, and exhibit at the 
same time, the exterminating principle of that invading vice Reli- 
gion, In this, the ambition of man is more conspicuous than in 
any other of his innumerable pursuits or vocations. The vain 
pride of man would raise him above creator and creation, would 
make him the first being in the universe; but not being able to 
accomplish this, he makes himself the second in the scale of exis- 
tence and creates an omnipotent god to serve him, to cater for 
his wants, to preserve his being, to study and labour for his .pre- 
sent felicity, and finally to make him a god too. Yet, withal this, 
we find man still subsisting like all other creatures, on the boun- 
ty of nature, and whatever he enjoys, he lies only beholden to 
himself for it. What his industry procures his senses enable him 
to enjoy, this good and evil are evidently his own production, and 
although something may depend on his temperament and organi- 
zation; yet his virtues and all the assentials of his happiness are 
obvious the result of education and experience precept and ex- 
ample. 

Thus we are beginning to think seriously, naturally and justly, 
neither to raise ourselves to a level with ideal ‘gods, nor to sink 
ourselves to the degrading nature of brutes ; but to consider our 
true. condition and support with intrepid resolution the dignity of 
man. In order to be free and happy, we must be fearless of 
every thing but shame. We must dread nothing but the fear of 
doing bad actions, and truth must be the sacred guide of all our 
undertakings. This pilot will steer us clear of that Christian 
Evil, abad conscience; keeping truth before us, we must be con- 
stautly reminded that she can frown as well as smile, and that 
the fiercest punishment she inflicts is the loss of a good opinion 
of ourselves. The present is the age of cant and hypocrisy. 
They being of the lowest order of sublunary predicaments, we 
conclude that the next will be the age of truth and candour. 

The progress of knowledge is such that more has been dissemi- 














ee deere 





= 
. —~- 
SN A Ses A AOE 














54 THE REPUBLICAN. 


nated in the last six years, than in the three thousand which 
elapsed before them. Its courte is now so steady, its aims so 
well known, what it is so well defined, its virtues so apparent, its 
utility so thoroughly understood, and its power so necessary to 
human happiness, that we may boldly assert, that neither King, 
Priest, Minister nor Fanatic, will be able to impede its path, pre- 
vent its progress, or circumscribe its limits. It appears from 
history, that as the church of Christ gained ground, learning and 
human knowledge were arrested in their progress, concord was 
banished from the earth, and liberty and liberal principles sunk 
in the inverse ratio of its increase of power and extent of domi- 
nion. And the business of the despotical priest was to monopo- 
lize the little which was known, and the calls of gloomy and atra- 
bilious monks, and licentious and dissolute friars, became the 
prisons of science and the store rooms of neglected literature. 
Learning thus confined, science chained down, and mankind de- 
graded by superstition and ignorance, who could think or dream 
of any change? Aneternity of vassalage and stupid obedience 
was insured, and the human race devoted to slavery. We have 
got over much of this; but mucli remains to be done. We can 
think and write our thoughts, and we can naturally benefit by 
the communication of instruction. Thanks to the Almighty 
Press, and treble thanks to the undaunted champions of its free- 
dom.- Its unlimited freedom will emancipate the world and 
obtain and preserve cheerful liberty. The blessed press will des- 
troy the enemies of man and establish-peace and harmony. The 
benevolent tress will create on earth, the reign of justice and 
the age of happiness, Then there will be no tyrants ta oppress, 
nor slaves to be oppressed, and virtue and abilities alone will be 
necessary to pre-eminence among men. To contemplate these 
in idea is a cheering cordial to the wounded mind and a stimulus 
to be virtuous. They who feel themselves masters of the world 
at present must contemplate this with a superior degree of horror. 
The silken sons of plenty, pleasure, and peace, who repose in un- 
interrupted luxury and sloth, and inflict their puerile wants, their 
insipid daily cares, and even their imbecile wishes on the body of 
an enslaved people, must tremble, sicken and faint before they get 
over a page of this essay ; an essay written by a slave smarting 
and writhing under mental and corporeal punishment, quivering 
and bending beneath fatigue, hunger and nakedness, panting for 
breath amidst the agonies of despair, and the tortures inflicted by 
bloody-handed injustice. The tyrant must tremble when his - 
slave beginsto reason. The dawn of the poor man’s freedom, 
the sun-rise of his liberty and peace must lower with ominous 
dread upon the unfeeling oppressor. This paper, and writings 
such as this, must therefore only be read by men of strong minds, 
who are rising from the gulph of ignorance, who are scourged by 
adversity aud stung to the quick by the black adders of hopeless 
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misery, who are writhing under the red arm of merciless power, 
men wha are plunged in irremediable distress, steeped in corrod- 


ing calamity, divested of hope, and whose only reliance rests on 
the magnanimous efforts of candid despair. Here these may 
find consolation amidst the keenest suffering of degraded human- 
ity. The author is their brother, existing like themselves under 
the stigma, reproach and scorn heaped on helpless poverty. The 
congenial sympathy of insult bearing want, and rags, the sameness, 
injury, disgrace and feeling will at least produce a fellowship in 
pain; a fraternity of resentment, an equal desire, if not hope 
of revenge, the spirit of resistance, the fortitude to bear, the 
will to be free, or the resolution to die ! 
“ Better descend at once to shades below, 


Than lead a life-of infamy and woe,” 
Homer. 


SHEBAGO. 





THE THEATRE. 


Like all the rest of the holiday children, after so long a term in 
Dorchester College, I have been amusing myself, or punishing 
myself, during the vacation, for it is yet a question if it will be 
more than a vacation, in going to the theatres to see pantomimes 
and other nonsense. I have been four times to different theatres 
and once to the masquerade at the Argyll Rooms; and I can 
conscientiously say with Solomon, that every thing of the kind is 
vanity and vexation of spirit—schools for vice. Iam heartily 
sick of them, and shall go no more. The solitude of a Gaol 
has charms for me; but the theatre has none. 

My visit to the Masquerade was the first, and will, I am of 
opinion, be the last. It filled up nothing of my expectation and 
the common every day scenes in the streets of London are more 
interesting and instructive than the scenes of a masquerade, I 
have no taste for the artificial, however fine and dazzling. I see 
through it and feel disgusted with the attempt to cheat. The 
masquerade at the Argyll Rooms, at the latter end of the last 
month, consisted, until four inthe morning, of romping and vulgar 
dances. Not one character appeared that was worth a moment's 
attention. The bulk of the assembly seemed well acquainted 
with each other, and the most prominent feature was prostitutes 
drank and impudent. No well formed mind, male or female, 
' could feel any thing but disgust at such a scene. Many persons 
appeared in common apparel, without even a mask, and the bulk 
were dressed in their usual way, with a black mask for the upper 
part of the face. Enough of masquerade. They are religious, 
christian, the concomitants of a Vice Society and the pleasures 
of a people who are taught religion, but are nct taught morality. 
In the midst of all their revels anc wantonness, it occurred to me, 
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that had [ been known to the assembly, they would have shewn 
their love of religion by insulting me. 

I am not for putting down assemblies such as these legislatively: 
but would leave them to the progress of knowledge and morality- 
Indeed, it appears if they were on the decline; for such a mas- 
querade as | sawcould not have been so interesting as those 
which I have read of as having taken place in this and other 
countries. 

The Pantomimes of the theatres are still more objectionable than 
the masquerade. Here vice is the avowed amusement. Acts of 
theft, assaults, generally upon age and decrepitude, tricks and 
cheats and practical lying are the sum of a pantomime. Children 
are here taught by example those acts which they should ‘only 
know to abhor. They see thefts Jaughed at, knock-down-blows 
uproariously applauded, and cruelty in all its grades witnessed as 
an amusement. The bare circumstance, that a theatre full of 
people can be found to witness a pantomime is a proof of the 
prevalence of ignorance and depraved mental appetites. To say 
that they are got up for the amusement of children is but the 
greater disgrace to those who provide such amusements, and to 
such parents as they who suffer their children to make periodical 
visits to such scenes. A pantomime, such as those now exhibited 
at the theatres, is sufficient to impress indelible depraved notions 
on the minds of children, calculated to form bad characters that 
would not have been otherwise formed, and every way productive 
of new vice. 

Even some of our tragedies are not less unexceptionable. 
Macbeth should never be performed. Here the assassination of 
a good man by a villain is the leading trait of the play and a wo- 
man exhibits herself on the stage with her hands bathed in blood, 
holding two blood-stained daggers that have just done their work, 
after having stimulated her husband to commit the murder bya 
union of the art of the syren with the fury of the vixen. It is pos- 

sible, that the reality of such a scene might have passed; but it is 
not likely to occur again, and, therefore, not a fit subject to be 
remembered by an exhibition on the stage. 

A play-going people must be in some measure a depraved or 
uvhappy people. It must be a flight from domestic misery, or ‘a 
depraved taste for an amusement which a well-formed mind can- 
not enjoy, and which is not needed by they who seek mental and 
moral improvement. It is a waste of time; in addition to which 
a great expence is incurred and nothing good is gained for the 
health of the body or the mind. 

R. C, 





Ay | all _——— ~~ 





THE REPUBLICAN, 


CATHOLIC QUESTION. 


Tue season for this nonsense is about to commence, and it may 
not be amiss to take a Republican view of its progress. That it 
does not promise success to the Catholics in the present year 
seems to be admitted by the Catholics. That it never will, is the 
sentiment of all who think freely and view public matters impar- 
tially. The men who manage this question are tricksters, and 
tricksters never do good to a cause that embraces the interest of 
millions. They may obtain individual and momentary advan- 
tages; but they are sure to find exposure, and are ultimately 
thrust aside upon all large questions, or such as take years for 
their accomplishment. The Catholic Question is a trivial ques- 
tion, and, but for the noise it creates, deserves not the attention 
of the wise and honest. It is a question about the division of 
spoils, and admits a prior question—Should those spoils be made to 
be quarrelled about? \f there were no more important question 
connected with this Catholic Question, I would be found among 
its most strenuous supporters; but I see the whole of the clamour 
about this trivial and secondary question to be mischievous, and I 
feel a desire to expose it. I do not deny, that the Catholics are 
an injured people in their relation to the Protestants; but I do 
deny, that either of them should make a spoil of the community, 
and quarrel about the division. Such is the sum and substance 
of the Catholic Question. The Protestants gain more than a pro- 
portionate share of the spoil. 

As one proof of the trickery of the leaders of the Irish Catho- 
lics, they are about to hold a grand dinner in Dublin, for the pur- 
pose of inviting over from England the friends of civil and reli- 
gious. liberty, to swear fidelity over a dish of potatoes, and to drink 
success to the Catholic Cause with a glass of whiskey. This is 
an Jrish way of serving a cause. He who can go to Dublin from 
any part of Britain to dine, must be rather a hungry than a useful 
friend to civil and religious liberty. The next step must be to 
take a trip across the Atlantic, to dine with the American Catho- 
lics, preparatory to a session of the English Parliament, that the 
sympathy of the one may become a prepared salve for the wounds 
to be certainly received from the hostility of the other, Alas! 
Poor Catholics! How are you duped! And duped you will be, 
until you can discover, that there is something wrong at the 
foundation of your claims; that neither Catholics nor Protestants 
have a right to make a spoil of the labouring man. 

I am a friend of, and an advocate for, civil and religious liber- 
ty; but I have no imvitation to go to Dublin to dine! ‘How is 
this? There are Protestant Bishops invited, or to be invited, 
English Members of Parliament, and, as a matter of course,some 
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few of our old women; but there are to be no men who will dare 
to speak the truth and fairly state the Catholic Question. 

What is to be gained for the Catholics by the success of their 
Question ?—a right to hold certain offices without the use of certain 
preparatory words! The Catholics are spell-bound; if they were 
not, they would see, that they are now as morally eligible to all 
offices in this country as they can be, or as any other persons can 
be. I find no obstacles to the filling of any office in this country, 
but in the choice of those who have the power to appoint. And 
all the obstacles of the Catholics are those of the imagination, 
There are no obstacles sufficient to justify all the clamour that we 
hear upon the subject. And yet I will not admit that any Catho- 
lic can be more particular, as to what words he uses, than myself. 


-But if asked, to gain an advantage, to use certain words, of the 


meaning of which I feel ignorant, I willuse them. And so would 
the Catholics, if they were wise. But as matters stand, Catholics 
are already eligible, under their own notions of words, to all offices 
that are really useful to the mass of them; and what would they 
more? What will the sending of Catholic Members to Parlia- 
ment avail them, until the whole people can unite in the choice of 
such Members ? Nothing. Their clamour is a clamour to no 
good purpose. They are wasting their means for the gratification 


of a few noisy individuals who have private’ advantages in view. 
R. C. 





THE GOD FOR A SHILLING! 





Tuts newly painted God is likely to make more noise in 
the world than all his predecessors. If it prosecuted, 
it will form a striking feature in the history of this country. 
Simple as the thing is to all appearance, it speaks loudly 
upon and cuts deeply into the remaining superstition of this 
country. Its poignancy is made visible in the faces of thou- 
sands who daily look on it. Some laugh, but most feel 
astonished at the idea that this is the god of the Bible, and 
some few grow angry enough to quarrel about the exhibi- 
tion. Had the print formed a part of a religious illustration 
of the Bible, it would have passed as a proper object for 
devotion with the devotees of the Bible; but as it comes 
from me, it is called a horrible blasphemy. The same would 
be said if.I were to publish a Bible. I have seen religious 
descriptions of the Bible God quite as ridiculous as this 
print. In one Bible I have seen the God with a face as the 
sun is drawn, and all the lower limbs clad in armour. Ina 
Roman Catholic Missal, I have seen the Holy Ghost over- 
shadowing the Virgin Mary, and the representation was: 
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that of sexual intercourse; the middle of the body being 
euveloped in acloud. Dr. Parkburst has a representation 
of the Deity, [ am informed, with four beads and a cloven 
foot as mentioned in the Book of Revelations. If my print 
of the Deity be taken into a Court of Law, I must take 
with me all the similar prints published by other persons, 
and a pretty collection it shall be. 

When I first published this print, [ had no idea of its 
producing such an effect, I calculated on its being a thing 
at which all would laugh and none would feel angry. In- 
deed, | had a notion of making friends of all the Jews and 
Christians by it. Instead of this, the poor ignorant crea- 
tures seek revenge in breaking our windows. Wherever 
we have fixed on the person, who has done this, we have 
found no difficulty in making him pay for it; but, in some 
instances, stones have been thrown from a distance, and the 
person has escaped. We have eyes abroad, and the next 
person taken shall not get off with paying for damage done, 
if the lawyers can find a statute that inflicts a penalty for 
a malicious destruction of property. 

A few days will decide whether or not this print is to be 
prosecuted, perhaps the question will be at rest by the time 
this issues from the press, as a Grand Jury is now sitting at 
the Old Bailey. Hf prosecuted, I shall meet it as I] have met 
all former cases of the kind. If not prosecuted, the print 
will be removed from the window, as we find a great inter- 
ruption to business by its being there. It brings too much 
of a crowd for the convenience of customers. But if pro- 
secuted, the public may look for some pretty biblical im- 
provements upon it. Designs are already made: for we 
have found artists iu all parts of the country offering their 
services. And all who are willing to assist in the event of a 
prosecution are hereby solicited to be giving us their aid. 

R. C. 


A Lithographic Portrait, not of a God, but of the enemy 
of the Gods, of Richard Carlile, bas been made by an 
artist, and is on sale at 135, Fleet Street The size is 4to, 
and the price—Proofs on India Paper, |s. 6d. Prints Is, 
with a fac simile of hand-writing. 
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A RETROSPECT. 





Wuew I[ began my infidel publications in 1819, a clamour was 
raised by the saints, as if the circumstance would call down the 
wrath of their furious and revengeful God. Seven years have 
elapsed, such publications have been weekly accumulating and 
improving one upon the other, and what is the effect? Good and 
nothing but good. With respect to fanaticism on the one hand 
and free speaking on the other, the country has become fit for a 
wise man to live in, which was not the case before. We find less 
of religious savageness, less of every thing vicious, from the influ- 
ence of those publications. I have been six yearsin a Gaol, others 
have had their years of imprisonment; but what has all this done 
in the way of checking the sale of such publications? Nothing ; 
but it has increased the sale of them. They are become standard 
and regularly selling works and their effects are wholly good. 
Butterworth pursues his pious career, Wilberforce has worn him- 
s-lf out in putting white and black slaves into the right road to 
heaven, and in refusing to do the same favour for me, and what is 
the effect of their labours? what effect do they produce with their 
hundred thousands of pounds annually raised for religious purpos- 
es? None that can weigh against the expenditure of one hundred 
pounds. Where they produce an effect upon one mind, ], single 
handed, or with a handfull of assistants, produce an effect on one 
hundred. What can they exhibit in a window to produce such an 
effect as my god produces ? And what ridiculous appearances do 
they make at public meetings when opposed by a Roman Catholic ? 
I shall meet them at public meetings if at liberty for a few months, 
and catechise these teachers of religious catechisms. I see that 
Mr. Butterworth has been all but laughed out of one of his own 
assemblies, by the catechisin of Mr. Eneas. Macdonnel, the Catho- 
lic agent for England. Butterworth is one of the party who are 
trying, in vain, to evangelize Ireland. 

Evangelization seems to be something distinct from Chris- 
tianity. The Evangelizers say that the, Catholics and High 
Churchmen are not serious Christians, and they send forth mis- 
sionaries to Christianize those who already call themselves Chris- 
tians. It is a strange concern. We have a Church Missionary 
Society sending out missionaries to Christianize the heathens, as 
better men and women are called ; and we have Evangelical Mis- 
sionary Societies, or Home Missionary Societies, sending forth 
missionaries to Evangelize, that is, to Christianize the members of 
the Church Missionary Society. There seems to be a gradation 
of missionaries, or some for al] parties. And who pays? That is 
the rub. If any abuse deserves a legislative interference, it is this 
taxation which is raised, in many instances absolutely exacted, for 
the purposes of religion, for missionaries to convert missionaries, 
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and for heathen people to Christianize heathen people. The 
taxation for this purpose alone in the last year was near half a 
million of money :—a sum that once maintained the whole Go- 
vernment of the country. And what good is done by all these 
efforts to Christianize or Evangelize? What the effects? Can 
you, Butterworth, shew us any change produced but that of in- 
creased hypocrisy and new systems of deceit? Have you added 
a little to the morality of mankind? Have you made one being 
more happy than before? I think not, I cannot see it? Can you? 

If the Ministers, or the Vice Society, pursue me to a prison 
again, I shall think them some of the greatest fools, as wellas the 
greatest knaves in existence. They can effect nothing of their 
wishes by their utmost severities, and the more they stir, the far- 
ther they get from their desires. Their. putting down my publi- 
cations, and the payment of the debt with a sinking-fund, will be 
accomplished about one and the same time. Legislation can nei- 
ther reach the one nor the other. Let them try all the Gaols in 
the kingdom, and they will not find so base a tool for their pur- 
poses as a Gaoler, as Andrews of Dorchester. Yet, what has he 


done? The vile fellow grew ashamed of the task imposed upon > 


him, when he found it a matter not to be accomplished. He lied 
and tried all sorts of dirty schemes; but I stood before him always 
undaunted and morally unassailable. Let all such men come on 
and do their worst; I neither fear new prosecutions, new Gaols, 
nor new Gaolers. 

~ In all questions of science, what cannot be done by argu- 
ment, cannot be done by physical force. Destroy one or en 
a hundred individuals, the principle contended for remains unaf- 
fected. Yet nothing is more easy than to put down a false as- 
sumption; nothing so weak as a bad argument; nothing so pow- 
erful as the truth. Then why prosecute where nothing but in- 
struction will produce a change? Prosecute my print of the 
God, and what willbe the consequence? Its suppression? Ne- 
ver. It will be made a great political subject and death will be 
preferred to its suppression. You shall suppress nothing by pro- 
secutions. Suppress what you please by arguments, and none 
will be more ready than myself to thank you for a change of opi- 
nions thereby founded; but it is villainous to attempt any other 
kind of suppression, and I will resist and expose the practice of 
that or any other kind of villainy! 

This print of the God, I confess, is offensive to many irritable 
and ignorant minds; ‘but it instructs many, and amuses more. 
Then who is a proper judge as to the propriety of its exhibition ? 
Between elashing judgments, which shall I follow but my own? 
The Ace or Reason was equally offensive in 1819; but that 
feeling is worn out, and no one now makes the least complaint 
about the book to reach my ears. Such will be the case with the 
print of the God after it has been exhibited a few years, Mankind 
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drop issensibly into a right view of those things, and, on looking 
back, wonder at what they have been frightened. In 1817, the 
Parodies published by Mr. Hone were considered something dread- 
ful, and he has never divested himself of the honourable cha- 
racter of a blasphemer, which he scouts because he does not me- 
rit. Now the Parodies would pass ina Church Pulpit. No one 
thinks them morally wrong. ‘Thus point is gained on point; and 
this is my reason for persevering to do that which offends many 
ignorant people, but which could not offend the man or woman 
capable of deep reasoning. My desire is to offend none, if I 
conld be honest and useful by so doing; but my duty is to offend 


all who stand in the way of my right and useful doings. 
R. C. 





TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, LONDON. 





Frecrow Citizen Nottingham, Dec. 26, 1825. 
For a long round of six tedious years have you been compelled to breathe 
the tainted atmosphere of an unwholesome dungeon, for questioning the 
divine origin of the Christian religion. At length, your prison doors have 
been opened, and you are once more ushered into the world, to feel the 

enial warmth of the sun’s most enlivening rays. I rejoice that you are at 
Hiberty, if free discussion is established; but I am afraid that those mon- 
sters of iniquity which have been your persecutors, are only meditating 
some more lasting, aud if possible, more cruel punishment. 

In Nottingham, this hot-bed of religious enthusiasm, the Christians have 
been doling forth prayers, and chaunting kalleJujahs to the praise of their 
Jesus. 

No sooner was Saturday enveloped in the impervious clouds of a gloomy 
night, than the votaries of Christ poured forth their children, into the 
streets and lanes of this populous town, and by an incessant din reminded 
us that it was the eve of a day which idolaters considered the anniversary 
of the birth of a man that never existed—or if he existed—in a remote re- 
gion—in an obscure situation—excluged from mankind in the recesses of 
rocks and caves—and whose doctrines instead of being the harbingers of 
peace, have only spread desoletion and carnage—have been the instru- 
ments fr tyrants and despots to deluge the earth with blood—to oppress 
and enslave mankind. 

On Sunday, long before the earth was burst into open day, these Chris- 
tians, with voices loud and sonorous, began to disturb the more peaceful 
inhabitants with their mystical jargon. I listened till my ears were stunned 
with the dissonance of their riot—I gazed till my eyes sickened at behold-- 
ing their folly. 

My grandson, the chief solace and comfort of my declining years, enquired 
the cause of my sorrow. I ejaculated in broken accents—enquire not— 
the “ chequered scene” of life you have yet only beheld in miniature—you 
have yet only witnessed a few of the follies and vices incident to man; 
as you continue to burst on manhood you will be struck with wonder and 
amazement, at belolding the avidity with which the gaping croud, the 
thoughtless multitude-—run after all things of a novel character, or fyolish 
tendency. You will wonder at the iguorance and credulity which every 
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where abounds; for the world teems with priests and knaves, “odd fel-° 
lows” and fools. Ah my child, whilst you are reading to improve your 
knowledge, and expand your mind, children of the largest growth, at the 
Bishop of Osnaburgh’s,* will be playing at a game, that bears a great 
affinity to one, that children of a smaller size sometimes play at. 

What, exclaimed my Henry, they who make pretensions to the dignified 
epithet of philosophers ; they who boast of their superior knowledge; the 
extent of their learning ; of having shaken the shackles of early prejudice : 
they who boast of having knocked off the fetters ofignorance and of havin 
freed themselves from the trammels of superstitious delusion. Im ssible! 
They wo uld not be carousing with “ odd tellows,” in their midnight revels. 
They would not place themselves on a pinnacle in the gallery of fools. 

My child, your demands I cannot answer, your curiosity I cannot 
gratify. 

Oh, rejoined my Henry, then will you pay compliment to error and folly. 
Do not secret associations in all ages retard the progress of science and 
perpetual ignorance? Are they not the bane of liberty? Will they ever 
accelerate the progress of knowledge? Why hold me in suspense or keep 
the secret from me? have I forfeited your confidence? have I occasioned 
your displeasure? say, are my conjectures Correct. 

Alas! ’tis too true, they are “ odd fellows.” 

At this, anguish opened the sluices of sorrow and I let fall a tear, I 
wiped the briny drop from my cheek, and addressed him as follows :— 

‘You, ny child, have taken but a few steps in life, as you continue to 
advance, you will behold one man wallowing in wealth and rolling in lux- 
uries : on the other hand, you will behold pale haggard misery and pining 
want. You will behold one man rioting in the greatest splendour in a 
palace, another shivering in the dreary mansions of poverty. Then will 
your breast sigh with agony, and sadness bedew your eyes with tears—you 
will fud one man with humanity on his lips, and you will be elated 
with joy. You will find his heart full of malignity, and you will be 
oppressed with sorrow. You will find one man calling himselfa “ Chris- 
tian,” whose hypocritical tongue is inspired with deceit. Shun his doctrine 
as you would the fury of the pestilence, he will pretend great concern 
for your welfare; but his doctrines will cramp the effusions of your mind, 
and fetter your genius in the cells of ignorance. 

- When the Christian troubles you with senseless importunities, hoist 
the rudder of inflexible truth and he will fly your presence. You can 
then gain the hallowed precincts of reason’s temple ; under its blessed . 
arcade you may buffet the strong winds of persecution and sit sublime in 
all the dignity of manhood. Then the Christians may pour from their 
magazine whole vollies of their abuse; then may they heap upon you all 
the unfounded calumny and abuse which their imagination can invent ; 
but their arrows though dipt in rancour’s poisonous cup, will fall harmless 
to the ground—like dew drops from the livn’s mane. 

The Christian religion has debased millions to the level with the bruate, 
from its first rise and progress, it hath been an evil. Think on the blood 
spilt; the lives lost; the desolation it hath every where spread, and it fills 
the mind with wonder. amazement and horror. With wonder at its rapid 
progress, after persecution had formed the holy zeal of the primitive fathers 
to aflame; with amazement when we consider the numerous host that has 
become its dupes; and with horror.if we picture to our imagination the 
many evils it hath inflicted on the human race. 

Look round the world, turn over the pages of history, and you will find 
when Rome was in the zenith of prosperity, and in the plenitude of great- 
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ness, when the tide of prosperity flowed in the greatest vigour, 
people began to cultivate the arts of peace, the Christian rel 
ike a deadly meteor and shed its gloomy rays amongst them. 


THE REPUBLICAN. 


» and her 
ion rose 
»reduced 


a nation, the most warlike to vassalage ; a nation the most enterprising, it 
reduced to slavery the most abject; a people who had carried.their. vic- 
torious arms into other countries and enriched themselves by conquest, It 
reduced to the mére dregs of society. Its pernicious influence froze theit 
genius, blighted their prospects, and destroyed their happiness: 

When deluded monsters called Christians had. become numerous, they 
assembled in unholy league ; they formed troops and led forth their armies 
to destroy cities, depopulate empires, and deluge the earth with human 


gore. They delighted to hear the clank of the chains of slaves. 
greedy ears. drank in like harmonious music, the shrieks of the widow and 
cries of the orphan—blood became their delight. 


Oe ERM to 


Their 


If there was no enemy 


to contend with in the field, they fought amongst themselves. They 
cracked each others limbs upon the torturing wheel, and they fed the scorch- 


ing flames with the blood of their victims. 
But over this dreary gloom, let us draw the curtai 


n of oblivion! for 


some choice sparks have been emitted sufficiently bright to illumine man- 
kind and lead the way to happiness; some few have shewn to others the 
honest example of resistance ; they have kindled a blaze sufficiently bright 
to lead others in safety to the desired haven’ Some few have joined in 
the ranks of reason—c'othed themselves in the bright armour of truth-—and 


have thrown the javelin of free discussion. 


This has made the tottering 


fabric of superstition tremble. The tyrants of the earth have sounded the 
tocsin of alarm, and endeavoured to stay the progress of knowledge. They 
raised a storm which threatened to overwhelm: but have only increased 


ur number and accelerated our progress. 


Some perhaps of Folly’s Children may again persecute what they cannot 
answer; but let it not dismay us; rather let it act as a-talisman to our 
feelings and stimulate us to increased exertion—for experience has proved, 
they cannot impede our march or thwart our progress. 

Persecution has produced an era in our history—it has awaken man 
from his slumber—it has roused him from his lethargy—knowledge has 
burst its inlets on its mind—the film which has so long obstructed his sight 
has fallen from his eyes. He has found that the only argumen: that can 


be wielded iu favour of religion is force. 


He has found that the herd of. 


greedy adventurers, who are the clamorous yelpers’ after religion, do not 
believe it; but only prostitute themselves to its utterance. He has fornd 
the leading star of its supporters is their own interest, and he has renounced 
it, as‘ being too absurd to believe—too ridiculous to practice. 
In uttering this last sentence, I discevered my Grandson h d fallen into a profound 
sleep, or else l intended to have noticed a kind of remnant of Idolatry, to speak 
evil of which in Nottingham, is to the “‘ high displeasure of Almighty God,’’ nd 
against the peace (not.of the king) but his brother. Lmean the Odd Fellows. I 
oace'had a peep into a lodge of Odd Fellows, and I could compare it to nothing 


but the confusion of tongues at the building of babel. 


Look at the lodge I have 


before named of ‘‘ Rural” Philosophers, Lords ascendant in the horizon of folly. 
*Tis,trne, they are but the paataloons in the drama, as such, they furnish out a de- 


sert of laughter. 


These Juminaries of science assist inrescuing others from the dreary gulph of Su- 
perstition, and are not properly out of the slough themselves. : 
I should like some of oni Nottingham Odd Felloows to answer the following 
query: Have not kings as much right to practise ridiculous ceremonies, as Odd 


Fe!lows their comedies and farces. 


Wishing you healtl: and happiness. 


I am yours, W..BA 


ARIS. 
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